The role of a pediatric clinical nurse specialist in a general emergency department.
Emergency care of pediatric patients often requires specialized skills not regularly practiced in general emergency departments. Optimally, pediatric patients should be treated in specialized pediatric facilities; however, limited resources often make this impossible. The pediatric clinical nurse specialist practicing in the general emergency department is uniquely well-suited to recognize the physiologic and emotional needs of these patients and ensure that effective and efficient care is delivered in this setting.